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How Donald Trump’s Border Wall Helped to Terminate the
USAF Croughton ‘Joint Intelligence Analysis Centre’ (JIAC)

After rivee Cears or wor/ and awarenessiraivsivng on Croughtonss rol.e ivn the
“War on Terror”, CroughtonWatch cel.ebrates the demivse or pl.ans ror an

upgraded sureeivl.l.ance and ivntel.l.ivgence centre, ivmpl.ivcated ivn
human rivghts abuses and war crivmesf

Paul. Mobbs, CroughtonWatch, ThursdaC 3rd October 2019

SundaC 30th June 2019 was a specival. daC 
ror CroughtonWatchf Exactl.C three Cears 
earl.iver, South Northamptonshivre Divstrivct 
Councivl. had giveen pl.annivng permivssivon[1] ror
a new mivl.ivtarC ivntel.l.ivgence compl.ex at USAF
Croughton – the ‘Joivnt Intel.l.ivgence Anal.Csivs 
Centres (JIAC)f Deeel.opment had to 
commence wivthivn three Cears or the 
permivssivon beivng grantedf Three years later, 
and no development had taken place!

A remar/ burived ivn
Congressivonal. approprivativons.

2013 was an eeentrul. Cearf The reeel.ativons oeer 
the scope or US mivl.ivtarC and ivntel.l.ivgence sureeivl.i
l.ance rrom Edward Snowden (who had briverl.C 
wor/ed at USAF Croughton as a contractor) shone a
l.ivght on operativons at the sivtef There was certaivnl.C a 
l.ot to report[2] to Oxrordshivre Peace Campaivgnss ani
nual. march and ral.l.C that Octoberf

Then ivn Noeember 2013, ivt was reeeal.ed that the 
sivte had been ivnstrumental. ivn monivtorivng Chancel.l.or
Mer/el.s   mobivl.e   phone  [3] as part or USiGerman trade
negotivativonsf

In MaC 2014, as part or the US Congresss annual. 
budgetarC process, a request was made[4] ror $300 
mivl.l.ivon ror a new ivntel.l.ivgence centre at USAF 
Croughton:

The fiscal yeeae 2015 i budgeter eeedesr inccldges 
$920,20203,111 foe rhe fiesr of a rheee-phase Joincr Ic-
rellinetecce Acalyesins Cecree ar {RAF} Ceodethroc inc 
rhe Ucinreg Kincetgom. The peooecr wodlg cocsolingare
U.S. increllinetecce etarheeincet opeearinocs foe rhe Edeo-
peac [EUCOM] acg Afeinca [AFRICOM] Com-
macgs acg esrabulinsh a NATO Icrellinetecce Fdsinoc 
Cecree. The ooeeall cosr of rhins rheee-phase peooecr 
ins esrinmareg ro bue inc excess of $311,111,111.

NATOss exivstivng Joint Analysis Complex (JAC) ivs 
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What ivs CroughtonWatch?
CroughtonWatch ivs an ivndependent civtivzenss 

monivtorivng campaivgn run bC an associvativon or 
l.ocal. peopl.e ivn Oxrordshivre and Northamptoni
shivre, networ/ivng at a nativonal. l.eeel. wivth other 
ivnterested groups eiva the Free Range Networ/f

The purpose or CroughtonWatch ivs to monivtor
the operativons at USAF Croughton – an Amerivi
can mivl.ivtarC and ivntel.l.ivgence communivcativons 
base – and ivts wivder connectivons to bases across 
Brivtaivn, Europe, the Mivddl.e East and Arrivcaf

As wel.l. as monivtorivng activeivtives ‘on the 
grounds, the campaivgn reeivews Amerivcan, NATO 
and Brivtivsh mivl.ivtarC and ivntel.l.ivgence reports, pol.i
ivcC documents, and budgetarC pl.ans, ivn order to 
chec/ ror ruture deeel.opments at the sivtef The 
campaivgn produces briverivngs and ivnrormativon 
and shares them wivth other ivnterested groups l.oi
cal.l.C, nativonal.l.C, and ivnternativonal.l.Cf

Those who ta/e part ivn the CroughtonWatch 
campaivgn represent divferent groups – rrom coni
cerns oeer armed drones, to nucl.ear divsarmai
ment, to human rivghtsf Some haee been ivneol.eed
wivth USAF Croughton sivnce the 1980sf

The wor/ produced bC CroughtonWatch ivs 
made aeaivl.abl.e eiva the Free Range Networ/ss 
websivte: http://wwwfrrawforgfu//rrn/cwfhtml.f
CroughtonWatch can be contacted bC emaivl. at
croughtonwatch@rrawforgfu/ 
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based at USAF Mol.esworthf Mol.esworth was to be 
cl.osed and thivs new racivl.ivtC was ivntended to both rei
pl.ace ivt – mergivng ivntel.l.ivgence gatherivng ror Europe, 
the Near East and Arrivca – and sivgnivrivcantl.C enl.arge 
the operativons currentl.C carrived out theref

Joivnt Intel.l.ivgence Anal.Csivs Centre (JIAC)
The nature or conrl.ivct ivs changivng, driveen bC new 

ivnrormativon and automativon technol.ogivesf Just as 
these technivques are changivng the Hivgh Street or 
commerce, rrom drones to artivrivcival. ivntel.l.ivgence, 
these technol.ogives are changivng the waC the mivl.ivi
tarC and ivntel.l.ivgence agencives operate toof

The JIAC was ivntended to /eep pace wivth these 
deeel.opments – extendivng the operativons or the US 
mivl.ivtarC ivn Europe beCond theivr hivstorivc capabivl.ivtCf

As l.ater research on the   proposed JIAC   racivl.ivtC  [5] 
round, the US goeernmentss use or ‘intelligence 
fusion’[6] technivques woul.d /nivt together mul.tivpl.e 
sivtes across Europe and Arrivca to rorm a contivnenti
wivde, computerimedivated, sureeivl.l.ance, cCberwar, 
drone and specival. rorcesibased /ivl.l.ivng machivnef

The ivssue ror CroughtonWatch was that the operi
ativons al.readC practivsed at the sivte had been 
eeal.uated bC l.egal. experts[7], and ivn the wa/e or the 
Edward Snowden l.ea/s had been judged bC 
courts[8], to be ivl.l.egal.f

Brivtaivn was al.readC deepl.C ivneol.eed wivth[9] the US
goeernmentss “/ivl.l. chaivn”f The deeel.opment or the 
JIAC woul.d ampl.ivrC the scope or those breaches or 
UK and ivnternativonal. humanivtarivan l.awf

More specivrivcal.l.C, ivn 2014, research bC Computer 
Wee/l.C and the Bureau ror Ineestivgativee Journal.ivsm 
had divscl.osed that USAF Croughton had a divrect, 
hivghicapacivtC data l.ivne[10] to AFRICOMss headquari
ters ivn Djivboutiv – rrom where the US mivl.ivtarC ran 
drone striv/es and ivntel.l.ivgence operativons ivn Yemen 
as part or the Saudiv goeernmentss ac/nowl.edged 
crivmivnal.l.Cinegl.ivgent[11] warf

AmnestC Internativonal.ss report on US drone 

operativons ivn Europe[12] al.so ivmpl.ivcated USAF 
Croughton and associvated Amerivcan mivl.ivtarC sivtesf

US ‘por/ barrel. pol.ivtivcss ivntereenes
The pl.ans ror the JIAC had emerged rrom the 

Obama admivnivstrativonf In the US Congress, Republ.ivi
cans trived to obstruct a whol.e range or goeernment 
pol.ivcives, ivncl.udivng the changes to mivl.ivtarC pol.ivcC 
whivch sought to push ahead wivth the JIACf

A Republ.ivcan congressman, Deeivn Nunes[13], 
sought to obstruct the JIAC deeel.opment – ivn part, ivt
ivs bel.iveeed, due to hivs own ivnterests ivn the deeel.opi
ment or an al.ternativee sivte ivn the Azoresf 

Thivs woul.d ul.tivmatel.C resul.t ivn the project beivng 
rormal.l.C reeivewed[14] bC the US General. Accouni
tancC Ofivce (GAO) – and cl.eared[15]f

The resul.t or Nuness activon woul.d be the ivnsertivon
or a cl.ause ivnto 2015/16ss budget approprivativons bivl.l. 
prohivbivtivng anC rurther spendivng on the JIAC – exi
cept ror pl.annivng and ivneestivgativons, untivl. the ivssue 
was resol.eedf

South Northants permivts the JIAC
In March 2016 South Northamptonshivre receiveed 

a pl.annivng appl.ivcativon[16] ror the JIAC deeel.opmentf 
Wivth ivts accompanCivng eneivronmental. ivmpact statei
ment, thivs gaee a l.ot or ivnrormativon about the desivgn
and l.aCout – but absol.utel.C nothivng regardivng the 
operativons that the sivte woul.d enabl.ef

Around the same tivme the US goeernmentss mivl.ivi
tarC communivcativons contractivng arm, the Derense 
Inrormativon Technol.ogC Contractivng Organivzativon 
(DITCO), began to ivssue new tenders ror communivi
cativons l.ivn/s whivch connected Croughton to sivtes 
across Europef

Then, nothingf
The expected start or deeel.opment durivng the 

Summer or 2017 came and went, and meanwhivl.e 
there were no sivgns or anC ivnivtival. groundwor/s haei
ivng been carrived out on the sivtef
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USAF Croughton's existing Command (left and Communications (rightt centres at the north side of the base
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Trumpss wal.l. ivntereenes
In l.ate 2017 news rivl.tered out rrom EUCOM that 

USAF Mivl.denhal.l., whivch was part or the reorganivsai
tivon ivncl.udivng the cl.osure or USAF Mol.esworth, was 
beivng del.aCed untivl. 2024f

One or the reasons ror thivs, ivt was saivd[17], was the
contivnued del.aC ivn the buivl.divng or the new JIAC dei
eel.opmentf

In FebruarC 2018 the US Senate bl.oc/ed rundivng 
ror Donal.d Trumpss proposed border wal.l.f

In l.ate 2018 the l.ocal. parivsh councivl.[19] at USAF 
Mol.esworth divscl.osed that NATO was consivderivng 
/eepivng the exivstivng JAC sivte at Mol.esworth, but 
there was no conrivrmativon or thivsf

In earl.C 2019, as bl.oc/ivng or the border wal.l. coni
tivnued, the Presivdent proposed to use emergencC 
powers to ta/e rundivng rrom other parts or the US 
derence budgetf In MaC 2019, ivn order to diveert at 
l.east $2f5 bivl.l.ivon[18] to rund the border wal.l. the Peni
tagon begivns to reeivew ivts ruture spendivng commivti
ments – see/ivng to real.l.ocate as much rundivng as 
possivbl.e to Trumpss “nativonal. emergencC” privorivtCf

In MaC 2019 the US budgetarC round beganf Oeer
two pages (1669/1670) the Bivl.l. outl.ivn  ed   reeivsivons  [20] 
to preeivous approprivativons, reidesivgnativng the three 
rundivng phases or the JIAC rrom USAF Croughton to
USAF Mol.esworthf As the Bivl.l. was ivn process that 
coul.d, at that tivme, stivl.l. haee been amendedf

Then ivn Jul.C 2019 the US rorces newspaper, Stars 
& Stripes, announced that[21] the proposed JIAC dei
eel.op woul.d be l.ocated at USAF Mol.esworthf 

Fivnal.l.C, ivn September 2019, the Pentagon pubi
l.ivshed detaivl.s or the other ruture deeel.opment 
schemes around the gl.obe whivch were beivng shel.eed
ivn order to rund the border wal.l. – total.l.ivng around 

$3f6 bivl.l.ivon[22]f Thivs ivncl.uded the remaivnivng spendivng
pl.an  ned  [23] at USAF Croughton: the new school. 
compl.ex; and, a new gatehouse on the A43 accessf

Unanswered questivons
Exactl.C what the redeeel.opment or the ‘JACs ivnto 

the ‘JIACs at USAF Mol.esworth wivl.l. comprivse ivs not 
cl.earf As Cet there are no proposal.s ror what runci
tivons the sivte wivl.l. perrorm ivn the ruturef

At some poivnt a pl.annivng appl.ivcativon wivl.l. haee to 
be made, and ivt wivl.l. be possivbl.e to compare the two 
deeel.opments to see how theC divfer ivn scal.ef Thivs 
does not, howeeer, necessarivl.C mean the end or the 
wivder, paniEuropean JIAC schemef

As part or contivnued pressure on European goei
ernments to spend more on derence, Donal.d Trump 
tol.d them to rivl.l. the rundivng gap[24] l.eft bC hivs real.i
l.ocativon or rundivngf That statement ivs cl.earl.C mivsivni
rormed sivnce, accordivng to l.ast Marchss EUCOM 
‘Posture Statement’[25], EU states haee al.readC ivni
creased spendivng bC $41 bivl.l.ivon oeer 2016 l.eeel.s, and 
that ivs projected to rivse to $100 bivl.l.ivon bC 2020f

In anC case, Brivtaivn ivs al.readC underta/ivng a mai
jor reeivew or derence spendivng   and pol.ivcC  [26], and a 
l.ot or that ivncl.udes rundivng ror “cCber” activeivtives – 
ivncl.udivng manC parts or the coioperativee proi
grammes run wivth the US goeernment, rel.ativng to 
drones and mass sureeivl.l.ance, whivch haee preeivousl.C
been ivdentivrived as ivncl.udivng unl.awrul. activeivtivesf

Concl.usivon: Whatss next?
The cancel.l.ativon or the JIAC stivl.l. l.eaees manC 

unanswered questivons ror CroughtonWatch to puri
sue – and permivts us more tivme to deeote to real.ivsi
ivng those ends:

 ManC organivsativons haee ivdentivrived that
the operativons ALREADY ta/ivng pl.ace 
at USAF Croughton are unl.awrul. – 
which must be resolved;

 Giveen that the sivte breaches the l.aw, 
whC do l.ocal. authorivtives contivnue to 
appoivnt ‘l.ivaivson ofivcerss[27] to racivl.ivtate 
the US mivl.ivtarCss operativon there?; and

 Brivtaivn coioperates wivth the US mivl.ivi
tarCss unl.awrul. activeivtives at manC 
sivtes[28] across Brivtaivn – we need a more
extensivee ‘civtivzen monivtorivngs networ/ 
ror al.l. sivtes[29] to press the case ror 
changivng nativonal. derence privorivtivesf
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