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http://www.fraw.org.uk/frn/weird.shtml
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That’s why we need a focus on
all ‘property rights’ — not just
over land, but over ideas, and the
use of everyday items that ob-
struct our right to repair or re-
use them. But that shouldn’t stop
us doing things right away. Of
course, ‘the system’ will not let
us do that; in which case we just
have to defiantly do that, as a
challenge to their historic fail-
ure to enact meaningful change.
From guerilla gardening, to free
festivals, to land occupation, we

THINISING BEVOND TECHNOLOGY

the ecological 'lie of the land’,

Jjust have to get on and make the

world we will all have to live in.

weird@fraw.org.uk

To begin, this edition assumes
you have read the ‘special’ fifth edi-
tion, ‘Research for the End of Your
‘Normal’ Everyday Existence".
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As Marion Shoard said in ‘The Land is

Our Land"

e e
iENGLAND 1S THE FIRST LIE. ENGLAND IS A LIE

| INVADING KINGS TOLD YOU TO TAKE YOUR

| ACTUAL LAND FROM YOU. THIS LAND IS YOUR

| LAND FROM THI

“'t8 NOURISHES YOU/ JUST THIS RAIN ON YOUR

FACE IN THE MORNING IN THIS BLANK

i# SPRINGTIME THAT NOURISHES YOU




"We Are All Part of the Same Compost Heap'
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this coming
crisis will result in a far greater
level of 'fall' in living standards
for the most affluent compared to 7
the least affluent.
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4 And if you're one of the )?
poorest in those societies, how bad
do you think it will get for you? )
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THE FIRST NECESSARY REALISA-

TION: Meaningful change can only
happen when we ignore historic or
popular assumptions, and focus on
real-world evidence - however dis-
turbing or difficult that might be.
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To rely on conventional political
processes to deliver radical change —
certainly within the time we have
before the human system suffers
ecological collapse — has no rational
sense, More than that, given the po-
litical process is based upon the no-
tion of a ‘social contract’, and the
modern state is breaching it’s obli-
gations under that contract for our
future safety, we are not bound to
this system in any case.
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What can we reasonably expect to
face of the next decade or so?:
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My desire +o be well-informed
is werently at odds with my
destee to remain sane.,
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THIS LEADS TO THE SEVENTH
NECESSARY REALISATION: We
don’t have to ‘wait for the revolu-
tion’ to get on with the process of
re-skilling for radical change. It’s
plain to see which skills and actions
we need, and then get on with
learning and doing them right away!
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A truly ecological society cannot exist while proprietary rights persist = "C ) & -
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Article 4. Definitions
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The one thing that money can’t buy: ‘Poverty’

The fact is, one will directly cause
the collapse of the other — both
cannot exist together indefinitely.
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This is the key stumbling block
that many do not recognise: What
obstructs political change is not the
minute details of reducing carbon
emissions, or addressing poverty;
what obstructs change are the ef-
forts of politicians and the economic
lobbies to ensure that as part of
any reform, these historic economic
‘property rights’ are preserved.
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How do we know this? Because politi-
cal commentators have been writing
about these tactics since the ‘bread and

Twentieth Century, figures such as Al-
dous Huxley foresaw the slow changes
in civility happening today — not because
of any great prophetic deduction, but
because it is simply these same ‘ancient’
ideas set against a background of grow-
ing technological and material change.
A
B C

B

There is little relative difference be-
tween climate change denial, the denial
of ecological limits by neoclassical
economists, and people racking up debt
across a dozen store cards: They are all
symptoms of the psychological power
of consumption and affluence to over-
ride rational thought; which drives peo-
ple to push ‘limits’ ever-further; and de-
feat ‘rational’ calls to end that self-de-
feating cycle by changing lifestyle.
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And so, while the end-of-the-world scenario will be rife with
unimaginable horrors, we believe that the pre-end period will be filled
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with unprecedented opportunities for profit.”
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THE SIXTH NECESSARY
REALISATION: Against the
power of economic dogma to
warp people's perceptions,
‘rational’ calls for action are
pointless. In fact, as the eco-
nomic situation worsens, al-
ternative viewpoints are being
more repressively restricted —
especially challenges to the
orthodox ideas of neoclassi-
cal economics. We don't
need ‘better facts’; we need
‘a better

story'. 9
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THE FIFTH NECESSARY REALISA-
TION: The material implications of
not just climate change, btut re-
source depletion and pollution, re-
quire drastic cuts in consumption.
That cannot happen with-
out a sense of equity both
between and within na-
tions; which means the most
affluent have to take the

greater hit
8 to their life-
style.

Change and an 'ecological’ vision of land rights

@
#
# A 9 This is the critical point: Changing hu-
....................................... :C man society will change the natural
ecology of the land we live upon — which
* is why those changes must take place.
3 We cannot keep the land ‘as is’ and sim-
# ply manage a few nature reserves at the
* " periphery to meet ecological goals.
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All property-based economic rights
are ‘concepts’! )
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THE SECOND NECESSARY RE-
ALISATION: If there is a way out
of our entrapment in this economic
prison, as far as you possibly can,
you can only refuse take part in it!
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That’s where the critical point of
conflict between ordinary people,
and proprietary rights exists: As
‘natural’ beings, once we secure
food and shelter, everything else is
‘negotiable’. The greatest priority
to create an ecologically viable life-
style, then, must be to confront the
economic rights that relate to land;
to break that monopoly control
over the most critical resource we
need for all life to exist.
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Fumerical Ramblings:
'The Iand', by the numbers
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THE THIRD NECESSARY REALISA-
TION: Britain is not being 'built-
over', it is being consumed by agri-

cultural interests
operated by a
small landed elite.
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This is a real priority: We have to
confront the disconnect between vi-
sions for alternate futures, and the
failure of those various visions to
confront humanity’s excessive mate-

rial consumption.
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