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“Hang on", you say. “How can a bat-
tery supply a negative value of energy".

Well, it can't. The system does.
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Overall electrical
storage cells do not supply energy,
they consume energy on each cycle.
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“Hang on”, you say. “"How can a
potato supply less energy than it con~
tains”. Well, it can't. The system does.
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While environmentalists obsess
about EVs and battery technology,
their ‘modern’ food supply quite possi-
bly demands more energy, calorie per
calorie, than cycling an EV battery,
watt-hour per watt-hour. If they'd stop
buying from supermarkets, and grew
food locally using low-tech. methods,
their diet might transform into supply-
ing a truly ‘renewable’ energy surplus.
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THINIKING BEYOND TECHNOLOGY
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UNTECH SUPPORT
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In 'WEIRD No.4’ we will explore the
notion of ‘untech support’, as the first
steps toward considering something
more ‘practical’ once the world has
sobered up after the Covid spree. The
articles chosen for this edition ques-
tion not so much technology, but
rather people’s choices for what they
believe is required for a ‘good' life.

17 &
. $

&- |

$ (3%
$

/0

*+I(



6 9
€
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& People will suddenly find
obvious what is now evident to
4 5 D only a few: that the organiza-
tion of the entire economy to-
ward the "better" life has be-
S 9 come the major enemy of the
S : good life. Like other widely
6 6 shared insights, this one will
< have the potential of turning
public imagination
7 inside oute..
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Lets take tea... 1iterally’

A perfect example of the domination of society by consumer actions,
which in turn reinforce the economic interests which created them them,
is Britain’s ‘favourite drink’: Tea.
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You can’t leave the system, even
though your prospects in it are
dire. What you must do is replace it
with something else; something that
you can maintain yourself.
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Wild tea making and the
revolt against the machine
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Most ecological issues can be -
Why ‘anarcho-primitivism’? solved with “less”: Less con-
sumption; less pollution; less -,
extraction; and combining all
of those, less technology
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There isntt space here to 1look
at the hisvory of A&/P, but its a 6-$ .
subject that will be examined in $ I
future editions -~ alongside the $
practical actions that give those E &=%
ideas real-world meaning today. E
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We still have a chance to
understand the causes of the
coming crisis, and to prepare
for it. If we are to anticipate
its effects, we must investi-
gate how sudden change can 8
bring about the emergence into 4 5
power of previously submerged
social groups.
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Sudden Change

Insight into Crisis J 4
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. But the abil- 5 8F
ity to direct events at that 4 5
moment depends on how well
these minorities grasp the pro-
found nature of the crisis, and
know how to state it in effec-
tive language: to declare what °
they want, what they can do,
and what they do not need... 55
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By pushing people to accept
limits to industrial output
without questioning the basic
industrial structure of modern
society, it would imnevitably
provide more power to the
growth-optimizing bureaucrats

and become their pawn...
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The crash that will follow
must make it clear that indus-
trial society as such - and not
just its separate institutions
- has outgrown the range of
its effectiveness. The nation-
state has become so powerful
that it cannot perform its
stated functions...
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Are You WEIRD?:
The answer may surprise you!

n ||# $ n % & & '
1 $ $ # ($ n $ $ mi
) $ 1 1 mn (# mn %
# ( 1 n !
) 8 !
9: [
‘WEIRD’
-)o(+ *
[ "
|
1 4 *
1 *
# [ H#
* < |
#- G ! "
#- G> — !
.................................... * I '
# $ ! % < > 3 6=% |
& ! $
' ! ( $ 7
) ! '$
$ $ &9
* + 7% % ! 2 % 1
1'$ <7 > $ -)I0
$7 $ 7 * + "
! |
’ 1o |
! ! !
-)/0( " =
> = -.)/0
] 1 1 C
? |
* 7
! 2 <#-G> *
| *
| 3 * @ 1
$ %+ ' (
* |
14 5
& % + 6 !
% 1& 2 A
* * |5 *
* b 5
$' % + B *
! 1))
5 | |
$( % + " "
6 I = 2
| * o
I I N (
I 5 !
$) % + | 1
! . 6C |
! D9
"G 6.-> $17% 9
R Q

/.1 $! $&0154
6" & $ $ 2%
4
5
5
5 A4 #
5
9
M
! #
6 /1
9
.F
#
5.
<
6 # *
5 .9 #
|
|
N
#*
5
.9
>
5
5
I *
9
.9
>
5

The most controversial ele-
ment will be camping outdoors
on open land - for which we
will be developing a legal re-
source to challenge the law.

We must 'rewild the people%
That begins by giving
access to the land to
learn the necessary
skills to do it;
and, the right to
pursue a low
impact lifestyle,
living from the
land.

From 'Shiny
New Objects'
to 'Fear of
Missing Out":
Marketing as
a form of
psychological
abuse
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On-line communities are a
trap. Yes, they have value as a
compunications space; but if
you want to actually ‘create* a
physical alternative community
then you must do that off-line
- in the 'real world'.
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Now think: What if that were M > $ !
you? What if you were forced 9 $7 CG. >
out of your permanent home? " $ ! ! >B &
How would you live? #> ) 1
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If you'd like to be part of 2
| y T this project, get in touch with -)I0 "
the Free Range Network -
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We need a mass ‘UNECONOMIC CONSUMPTION’ movement
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Just about every plan to ‘end

poverty’, or ‘save the planet’, or $

address corporate excess, takes the

modern lifestyle as an invariant

factor: They will not question

affluent lifestyles as part of their

response; nor the toll that meeting

those expectations takes upon both

humans and the planet. 6
Too many people believe they're

changing the world, but are in fact, A

through their blind allegiance to &

the economics of affluence, rein-

forcing the systems which divide it.

The question we need to ask is, “how -$

exactly do you escape from the ‘sui-

cide cult’ of modern society?” -
# #

If this system was made incremen-
tally, then we can break it incre-
mentally = by defying those every-
day pressures on us to consume.
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$ &=$ $ Bicyclists are a menace
$ to the global economy!
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What if you stopped using a car,
and went everywhere by bike? (or for
long rides, public transport)
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"Tt's good to talk"
Do not use a smartphone.
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Along with addictive drugs (from
which British banks made a fortune
in the 19" Century), smartphones
are one of the most exploitative,
manipulative devices ever created
to enslave the public and take their
money. Why not just use landlines?

Food for thought
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Until then, why not cut-out the
middle man and ‘do-it-yourself’? -
take your own-made food instead of
buying from expensive shops.
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Conscious versus
unconscious consumers
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That's what we mean by a move-
ment for “‘uneconomic consumption’.
It embodies the ideas of buying less,
or repairing more, yes; but that's
framed by a deliberate intent to buy
things in a way which: Minimises
the burden of costs to the individ-
ual, to create greater economic
freedom by making life less money-
dependent; while at the same time,
denying revenue & economic influ-
ence to those who run this political
Po; .




